should then be removed.
To this he agreed, regarding the operation as an attempt to preserve the eye rather than to restore vision ; and I accordingly extracted the lens in the usual way, making a rather more free iridectomy than I usually do.
I then introduced the electro magnet (Snell's pattern) at the same sitting and pushed it well back into the vitreous chamber, making especially for the part where I judged the foreign body to lie. The first attempt was a failure, but on the second introduction of the magnet I heard the soul-stirring click which indicated the attachment of the piece of steel, and I safely extracted it. This I was so fortunate as to accomplish without the loss of a particle of vitreous humour ; and the case was treated like any other case of simple extraction of the lens. The chief risk in this method of treatment was lest a quantity of vitreous humour should be lost.
Had this taken place, the globe would probably have shrunk and become blind and highly dangerous to the safety of the other eye. The eye recovered well, without any severe reaction, and the patient left with fairly good vision ; as good as could be expected from the condition of the broken-up vitreous humour. He was told that it would clear more, and I have heard from him since that vision has undergone further improvement. The relief to his mental distress is enormous, because he now feels fairly certain of freedom from sympathetic trouble which has been so long overhanging him.
If I were asked I should say that his safety is not absolute, it is possible that this disaster may occur even yet, but it is very highly improbable ; and certainly one hundredfold less to be feared than was the case while the eye contained a foreign body.
